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himself; but his very accusers could assign no motive to
such an action.

It was on the 24th of February, 1809, tnat tms beauti-
ful, light, and yet vast work of Mr. Holland, unfinished
externally to the last, was consumed by fire. It was a
more regular and splendid conflagration than that of Covent
Garden Theatre, and exhibited by twelve o'clock at night
the sublime because terrible view of one unbroken
body of flame for the space of at least four hundred and
fifty feet. Some of the performers, among whom was my
friend Charles Mathews, at a personal risk sufficiently
alarming, threaded the suffocating maze of passages and bore
away their personal property. Mrs. Jordan found some
kind help in this disaster, and lost, I think, little or nothing.
Sheridan had used his theatre as a store to deposit
the spoils of office; and by this fire was destroyed the
whole of the furniture which adorned his house in Somer-
set Buildings, when he was for a short time Treasurer,of
the Navy. He was himself in the House of Commons
when he received the disastrous intelligence, and he be-
haved with his accustomed fortitude. The sympathy of
the House would have led the members to adjourn, but he
refused such a personal compliment to his feelings; and
only at the proper time could be prevailed upon himself to
repair to the neighbourhood of his ruin, where he sat out
the last appearance of conflagration. When the reader re-
flects upon the state of this great man's finances, the little
hope he could entertain of his theatre's being rebuilt
at all, or of its ever yielding an income to him again
if it were, and is told that neither his fortitude nor his
pleasantry abandoned him, he may suspect that wit has a
buckler more impassive than adamant, and think him an
object of envy in every condition of his fortune.

There is a relation of circumstances to each other, which
is often only succession, sometimes cause and effect.
Whether Drury Lane would have been safe had the Kemble
and the Siddons remained there, we can form no probable
solution: a glue-pot may boil over in one management as
well as another. But, as they were the positive causes of
.Pixarro's being acted at Covent Garden Theatre, the wad-